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and industrial labour movements in France and Great
Britain should be an essential feature in the building up of
this organization. Otherwise there is a danger that this
machinery might be twisted to bolster up a capitalist eco-
nomic system.

Another difficulty is that no one can be clear about how
far the war will extend and what States will be brought in.
Many of the present neutrals, tinder their present govern-
ments, such as Italy, America, or Russia, will probably be
very unwilling to join a thorough-going League or the kind
which the Labour Party aims at creating. If they are not able
to come into such a League, arrangements might be made
for their collaboration with it for certain limited objectives,
such as the carrying out of an international labour code, the
control of certain raw materials, the enforcing of some
measure of disarmament, and so forth. The Labour Party
believes, however, that it would be very much better for the
new League to be limited to those strongly and fully sup-
porting the ideals behind its creation, and to allow other
Powers gradually to strengthen their contacts with it. What-
ever the situation at the end of the war, steps should be taken
to start such an international body, even if it can only be
done on a limited scale.

In contrast to States unable to come fully within the
League, there may also be groups amongst its members who
are anxious for a closer union than the League would in the
early days provide. There seems no reason why groups of
States, such as the Balkans, States in the Near East and
Scandinavia and the British Dominions should not'form close
political and economic links with one another, possibly in.
some cases of a federal character. Such 'regionalism' within
the League would strengthen rather than weaken its effec-
tiveness and authority. It would assist members in particular
parts of the world to deal with common problems, such as
the necessity of maintaining or raising the standard of life,
and would enable discussions to take place on more equal
terms between groups of States which were mainly agricul-
tural or primarily industrial.

Socialists have always believed that capitalism is one of